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December 18, 2000

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
I. INTRODUCTION
Prior to issuing a formal solicitation to procure a complete Communications Based Train Control ("CBTC") System in the Babylon to Montauk section of its physical plant and on its diesel-powered equipment fleet, MTA Long Island Rail Road (“LIRR”), a subsidiary of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) requests that all interested parties capable of providing a CBTC System submit information outlining comments and recommendations with respect to engineering and furnishing a CBTC System.  It is anticipated that this project will serve to develop a standard by which CBTC will be installed in the entire physical plant and the entire equipment  fleet.

Attached to this Request for Information (RFI) is a general technical description of services and equipment to be provided - see LIRR Document L5-PTR-01 "Preliminary Technical Requirements" (Attachment #1) and related documents.  The LIRR invites respondents to provide as their Information Letter, at a minimum, comments and/or suggestions as to:

· Estimated Cost

· Engineering of the CBTC

· Schedule 

II. LIRR BACKGROUND
Long Island Rail Road  is one of the largest commuter railroads in North America covering territory extending over 300 route miles in the Long Island /  New York City area. 

 LIRR is an operating agency (along with MTA Metro North Railroad Commuter Company, MTA NYC Transit, MTA Bridges and Tunnels, MTA Long Island Bus, and MTA Staten Island Rapid Transit) of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA). Daily ridership for LIRR  averages approximately 300,000 , with more than half the passengers traveling in the AM and PM peak periods.

LIRR operates commuter rail service from Pennsylvania Station in Manhattan, Flatbush Terminal in Brooklyn, and Long Island City and Hunterspoint Avenue Terminals in Queens through Jamaica, Queens to 134 stations on nine branches in Kings, Queens, Nassau and Suffolk Counties on Long Island.

LIRR hereby requests Information from interested parties capable of providing a CBTC System as described in general terms in Attachment 1.

III.
INFORMATION SUBMISSION
LIRR will accept Information letters at the following address:

Cynthia Carter, Manager-Major Projects

Long Island Railroad Company

90-27 Sutphin Blvd., 3rd Floor

Mail Code 0335

Jamaica, NY   11435

RFI: Engineering and Furnishing of a CBTC System for the Long Island Rail Road.

Please furnish four (4) sealed copies of Information Letters.  All Letters are to be delivered by 3:00 P.M., Monday, January 15, 2000 .

Any inquiries with regard to this RFI should be forwarded, clearly marked with the above project title by contacting Ms. Cynthia Carter at (718) 725-2624.  The No Interest Response Form – Attachment II, should be completed and returned, indicating all reasons for not responding to this RFI. 

IV.
LIRR DISCLOSURE OBLIGATIONS

When specific information about  the subject proposed procurement that would be necessary for the preparation of proposals is disclosed to one or more potential offerors, LIRR will make that information available to the public as soon as practicable, but no later than the next general release of information, in order to avoid creating an unfair competitive advantage, except when the information is "confidential" as set forth in Section VI , hereof.   When a pre-solicitation or pre-proposal conference is conducted, materials distributed at the conference will be disseminated to all respondents and  will otherwise be made available to all potential respondents, upon request.  

V.
FORMAT OF INFORMATION RESPONSE
The Information Letter should be brief (not more than 20 pages) and address, at a minimum, the following items, and should be organized in sections, in the following sequence:

1. Name and address of firm responding, including contact person name, title, address, voice telephone number and fax number.

2. Description of firm, ie. - whether it is a corporation joint venture, consortium, etc.

3. Suggestions and comments.

VI.
CONFIDENTIALITY
In the event that an Information Letter contains data that the respondent does not want to be disclosed, the respondent should specifically indicate which information is designated as proprietary, including but not limited to trade secrets. Such information will be treated as confidential, subject to court order, subpoena, governmental entity investigation, audit or any applicable laws and regulations including, but not limited to, the New York State Freedom of Information Law.  The LIRR reserves the right to use suggestions and ideas contained in any Letter without obligation to the respondent. 

VII. RESERVATION OF LIRR RIGHTS
LIRR, in its sole discretion, reserves the right, without liability, to modify and/or withdraw this RFI at any time without explanation, and/or to modify or waive any requirements contained herein. Failure to respond will not preclude participation in any subsequent formal Request for Proposal.

VIII.
BUY AMERICA PROVISION

It is anticipated that any contract that may eventually be awarded may be funded, in whole or in part, with monies received from the Federal Government, and may therefore be subject to all Federally mandated provisions including but not limited to the provisions of Section 165 of the Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 1982 (P.L. 97-424, as amended, (Buy America)) and the implementing regulations published at 49 CFR, Part 661. Respondents are strongly encouraged to familiarize themselves with Buy America and other federal requirements.

IX.
DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS ENTERPRISES


It is the policy of LIRR and the MTA that Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (as defined in the U.S. Department of Transportation Regulations 49 CFR Part 23) shall have the maximum opportunity to participate in the performance of the referenced work.  Respondents shall take all necessary and reasonable steps to insure that Disadvantaged Business Enterprises have the maximum opportunity to participate in the performance of any subsequent Agreement. LIRR and its Contractors shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, national origin or sex in the Award and performance of contracts.


This provision is included to insure that all persons or entities entering into any form of contractual agreement with LIRR is aware of its responsibility and the commitment of LIRR to see that its DBE Policy is carried out in all instances.

X. The LIRR does not intend to award a contract on the basis of this solicitation or to otherwise pay for the information solicited. 

XI. Although "proposal" and "offeror" are used in this Request for Information, your response will be treated as information only.  It shall not be used as a proposal.

XII. This solicitation is issued for the purpose of: developing a complete formal specification that will be the basis for future Request for Proposal(s). Respondents may be invited to a one-on-one individual question and answer sessions. 

For your convenience, LIRR encloses a diskette with the files of this and the above-mentioned documents in MS Word format, or, if requested, paper copies of same.

Please direct all responses and correspondence to:

Cynthia Carter, Manager - Major Projects

Long Island Rail Road

90-27 Sutphin Blvd., 3rd Floor 

Mail Code 0335 

Jamaica, NY 11435 

Thank you in advance for your response.

Enclosures

ATTACHMENT II

NO INTEREST RESPONSE FORM

CONTRACTOR NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY, STATE AND ZIP CODE:

FEDERAL ID NO.(IF AVAILABLE):│PHONE:│FAX:

RFI NO:  L5-RFI-001

RFI TITLE:  Engineering and Furnishing of a Communication-Based Train Control  System from Babylon to Montauk                                                                                                                    



REASONS FOR NO INTEREST IN THIS PROJECT
(Check all that apply):

(

Only interested as a potential Subcontractor.

(

Size of this Project is not within the interest of the Contractor.

(
Contract Work not within the specialty of the Contractor.  (Please state Contractor’s area of speciality).

(

Other.  (Please explain in comment section below).

COMMENTS – PLEASE USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS IF NECESSARY:
























Signature
Date

Title

RFI-CBTC-001

